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CCPS High Schools Report Highest Four-Year Cohort Graduation Rate Ever
All 12 high schools report improvement as the district rate reaches 79.6 percent

JONESBORO - The Class of 2022 for Clayton County Public Schools (CCPS) holds the distinction of
achieving a graduation rate of 79.6 percent based on information released today reporting four-year
cohort graduation rates by the Georgia Department of Education (GaDOE).

This is the district’s highest graduation percentage since the state of Georgia instituted the four-year
cohort formula for determining grad rates in 2011. Comparisons to years prior to the class of 2011 would
be inappropriate since the protocols/formulas used to determine graduation percentages were
substantially different. Prior to this year, the highest rate was reported for 2020 at 76.6 percent.

The information release by GaDOE also shows:

➢ All 12 high schools in Clayton County
increased their respective graduation rates
for 2022. Ten of the district’s high schools
have rates higher than 80 percent.

➢ Elite Scholars Academy has continued to
report a perfect 100 percent grad rate since
2014, the first graduating class for the
school.

➢ With a second consecutive 100 percent grad
rate for 2022, M.E. Stilwell School of the
Arts has graduated an average of 99.78
percent of its seniors since its first
graduation ceremony in 2015.

➢ Two high schools topped the 90 percent plateau – Lovejoy High School at 94.10 percent (an
increase of 12 percentage points) and Mt. Zion High School at 92.08 percent (an increase of 4.6
percentage points). Riverdale High School finished less than a percentage point (89.02 percent)
out of the 90 percent club.

➢ The Class of 2022 at Perry Career Academy had a graduation rate of 46.84 percent. This
represents the largest increase in graduation rate among all CCPS High Schools at 12.34 percent.

➢ The 2022 district wide graduation rate of 79.6 percent is 3.6 percentage points higher than the
2021 graduation rate (76.0 percent).



“This achievement of reaching an overall rate of 79.6 percent is quite an accomplishment,” said Dr.
Morcease J. Beasley, CCPS Superintendent/CEO. “The fact that each of our high schools demonstrated
improvement in their respective graduation rates shows continued growth by our high schools in
successfully preparing our students for educational and career opportunities beyond our classrooms.”

“We wholeheartedly commend our high school teachers, support personnel and administrators as they
continue to exhibit a commitment to high expectations for our graduates,” Dr. Beasley added. “The
members of the Class of 2022 deserve our praise and our thanks for their commitment to high
performance.”

Table 1. 2011-2022 State Graduation Rates-All Schools

In terms of highest graduation rate increase, following the Perry Career Academy (+12.3 percent) and
Lovejoy High School (+12.0 percent), were Morrow High School (+4.8 percent), Mount Zion High
School (+4.6 percent), Forest Park High School (+4.5 Percent) and North Clayton High School (+4.4
percent). Other schools reporting gains were Jonesboro High (85.7 in 2021 to 88.7 in 20221, +3.0
percentage points); Riverdale High (86.8 to 89.0, +2.22); Mundy’s Mill High (85.9 to 87.4, +1.5); and
Charles Drew High (75.7 to 77.175.7, +1.4); Riverdale High (86.5 to 86.8, +0.3); Mundy’s Mill High
(85.8 to 85.9, +0.1); Both Elite Schools Academy and Stilwell School of the Arts reported a 100 percent
four-year cohort graduation rate.

Closing the gap

Additionally, the district has gained
ground on the statewide graduation rate.
The 2022 four-year cohort rate for the
state has been reported by GaDOE at
84.1 percent, an increase over its 2021
rate of 83.7 percent (+.4 percentage
points). CCPS’ rate of 79.6 percent is
only 4.5 percentage points below the
state’s average. Since 2011, the district
has closed the gap with the state
average by 11.6 percentage points (.
(Table 2)



Table 2. 2011-2022 State Graduation Rates Comparison

“Looking ahead, we must continue to believe that our work to embed deeply a culture of high
performance in our high schools is based on increasing rigor in the classroom, strengthening our
counseling/advisement and support procedures for monitoring students’ performance toward meeting
graduation requirements, and encouraging students to take a leap of faith and participate in Advanced
Placement courses, dual enrollment, and career pathway opportunities,” Dr. Beasley added. “Through a
dedicated commitment to these established and forward thinking strategies, we will continue to strive for
academic excellence focused on preparing our students for their futures. Our county-wide graduation
rate goal is a minimum of 90% by 2026 or sooner. Clearly, each school is headed in that direction. The
district is headed in that direction.”

About Clayton County Public Schools

Clayton County Public Schools (CCPS) is fully accredited through Cognia. The district offers a focused
world-class program based on a challenging curriculum which is taught from pre-kindergarten through
12th grade. Serving over 50,000 students, Clayton County Public Schools is ranked among the 100
largest school districts in the U.S. and is the fifth-largest school system in Georgia.
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